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5/26/13 – 40SH  “Saved and Overcoming” Part 7
Victory Ministries International presents:

End-Time Messages  

God’s Last Call for His people to come out of Babylon

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – “Saved and Overcoming” Part 7
Before we begin, let us pray…
Father in heaven, thank you for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank you for giving Him our salvation. If all Christians only understood how much You suffered when Jesus suffered, there would not be so much spiritual lethargy that is found throughout Christendom today. We pray for the Holy Spirit to open our minds to understand the real truth on being saved and overcoming. Deception on these subjects are widespread and will cause eternal loss for too many professed Christians. Enlighten us in Jesus name, Amen. 

In “Saved and Overcoming” part 1, we began to answer the questions millions have asked for millenniums, “What must I do to be saved?” In part 2 we started the steps that leads seekers for truth, to a saving relationship with Jesus; Repentance and Confession. In part 3 we covered the next two steps, Consecration and Faith and Acceptance. In part 4 we concluded the step on Faith and Acceptance and began another step the Test of Discipleship. In Pt. 5 we concluded the step Test of Discipleship and began the step Baptism. Last broadcast in part 6 we concluded the step Baptism and the step Growing Up Into Christ. Here in part 7 we will cover the steps Working for Christ; A Knowledge of God and begin a step called The Necessity and Privilege of Prayer. 
WORKING FOR CHRIST

Wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and blessing.  Love to Jesus will be manifested in a desire to work as He worked for the blessing and uplifting of humanity. It will lead to love, tenderness, and sympathy toward all the creatures of our heavenly Father's care.

     The Saviour's life on earth was not a life of ease and devotion to Himself, but He toiled with persistent, earnest, untiring effort for the salvation of lost mankind. From the manger to Calvary He followed the path of self-denial and sought not to be released from arduous tasks, painful travels and exhausting care and labor. He said, "The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." Matthew 20:28.


So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ will be ready to make any sacrifice, that others for whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will do all they can to make the world better for their stay in it. This spirit is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly converted. No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace.


The spirit of unselfish labor for others gives depth, stability, and Christlike loveliness to the character, and brings peace and happiness to its possessor. The aspirations are elevated. There is no room for sloth or selfishness. Those who thus exercise the Christian graces will grow and will become strong to work for God. They will have clear spiritual perceptions, a steady, growing faith, and an increased power in prayer. Those who thus devote themselves to unselfish effort for the good of others are most surely working out their own salvation.  


The church of Christ is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. Its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. And the obligation rests upon all Christians. Everyone, to the extent of his talent and opportunity, is to fulfill the Saviour's commission. The love of Christ, revealed to us, makes us debtors to all who know Him not. God has given us light, not for ourselves alone, but to shed upon them.

A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

The Bible was not written for the scholar alone; on the contrary, it was designed for the common people. The great truths necessary for salvation are made crystal clear and none will mistake and lose their way except those who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly revealed will of God.

     We should not take the testimony of any man as to what the Scriptures teach, but should study the words of God for ourselves. If we allow others to do our thinking, we shall have crippled energies and contracted abilities. The noble powers of the mind may be so dwarfed by lack of exercise on themes worthy of their concentration as to lose their ability to grasp the deep meaning of the word of God. The mind will enlarge if it is employed in tracing out the relation of the subjects of the Bible, comparing scripture with scripture and spiritual things with spiritual.  

     There is nothing more calculated to strengthen the intellect than the study of the Scriptures. No other book is so potent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigor to the faculties, as the broad, ennobling truths of the Bible. If God's word were studied as it should be, men and women would have a breadth of mind, a nobility of character, and a stability of purpose rarely seen in these times.


We cannot obtain wisdom without earnest attention and prayerful study. Some portions of Scripture are too plain to be misunderstood, but there are others whose meaning does not lie on the surface to be seen at a glance. Scripture must be compared with scripture. There must be careful research and prayerful reflection.
Never should the Bible be studied without prayer. Before opening its pages we should ask for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, and it will be given. The Spirit of truth is the only effectual teacher of divine truth. How must God esteem the human race, since He gave His Son to die for them and appoints His Spirit to be man's teacher and continual guide! Here is the next important step:

THE NECESSITY AND PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. Prayer does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him. When Jesus was upon the earth, He taught His disciples how to pray. He directed them to present their daily needs before God, and to cast all their care upon Him. And the assurance He gave them that their petitions should be heard, is assurance also to us.  
     Jesus Himself, while He dwelt among men, was often in prayer. Our Saviour identified Himself with our needs and weakness, in that He became a suppliant, a petitioner, seeking from His Father fresh supplies of strength, that He might come forth braced for duty and trial. 

He is our example in all things. He is a brother in our infirmities, "in all points tempted like as we are;" but as the sinless one His nature recoiled from evil; He endured struggles and torture of soul in a world of sin. His humanity made prayer a necessity and a privilege. He found comfort and joy in communion with His Father. And if the Saviour of men, the Son of God, felt the need of prayer, how much more important should it be for feeble, sinful mortals such as we to feel the necessity of fervent, constant prayer. The SOP says, “Prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock heaven's storehouse, where are treasured the boundless resources of Omnipotence.” RH 12/08/1904.


Without unceasing prayer and diligent watching we are in danger of growing careless and of deviating from the right path. Satan seeks continually to obstruct the way to the mercy seat, that we may not by earnest supplication and faith obtain grace and power to resist temptation.

     There are certain conditions upon which we may expect that God will hear and answer our prayers. One of the first of these is that we feel our need of help from Him. He has promised in Isaiah 44:3, "I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground." Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who long after God, may be sure that they will be filled. The heart must be open to the Spirit's influence, or God's blessing cannot be received.


If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we cling to any known sin, the Lord will not hear us; but the prayer of the penitent, contrite soul is always accepted. When all known wrongs are righted, we may believe that God will answer our petitions. Our own merit will never commend us to the favor of God. It is the worthiness of Jesus that will save us and His blood that will cleanse us; yet we have a work to do in complying with the conditions of acceptance.


Another element of prevailing prayer is faith. Hebrews 11:6 says, "He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." Jesus said to His disciples in Mark 11:24, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." The question is, do we take Him at His word?  

     The assurance is broad and unlimited, and He is faithful who has promised. When we do not receive the very things we asked for, at the time we ask, we are still to believe that the Lord hears and that He will answer our prayers. We are so erring and short-sighted that we sometimes ask for things that would not be a blessing to us, and our heavenly Father in love answers our prayers by giving us that which will be for our highest good--that which we ourselves would desire if with vision divinely enlightened we could see all things as they really are. 

When our prayers seem not to be answered, we are to cling to the promise; for the time of answering will surely come, and we shall receive the blessing we need most. But to claim that prayer will always be answered in the very way and for the particular thing that we desire, is presumption.

It looks like we are about out of time this week and we will pick up where we left off on this important step to salvation, “The Necessity and Privilege of Prayer” in our next broadcast of “Saved and Overcoming” part 8.

In many previous broadcasts I have invited you to come and spend God’s seventh day Sabbath with us. Going to church on Saturday may seem strange, but it is the only day of the week that God blessed and made holy. He sanctified it, which means He set it apart from the six working days for holy use. Misguided men in the fourth century, did what God Himself could not do; change the Sabbath to the first day of the week. God is calling His people to come out of error and put His Sabbath back where it belongs.

End Time messages is sponsored by Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church located at 139 Country Lane, 1 mile down from the Cracker Barrel, where you are always invited to worship each Saturday morning, the real Lord’s Day at 9:30 AM for Sabbath School and 11:00 AM for worship hour.
Until next time Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”   Even so, come Lord Jesus.  

